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Workshop for the establishment of a pilot project to collect in real-time metadata from SST and temperature profile data, and a DBCP users and technology
1.
Summary of the Workshops

To follow up decisions made during JCOMM-II, the WMO-IOC Data Buoy Cooperation Panel (DBCP) and JCOMM Observations Coordination Group (OCG) had organized two workshops back to back from 27 to 29 March 2006 at the European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), Reading, United Kingdom. These are:

· JCOMM/OCG workshop on the establishment of a pilot project to collect real-time metadata from SST and temperature profile data: to establish a Pilot Project for real-time distribution of metadata regarding SST and sub-surface temperature profile data. This followed recommendations by the Ocean Observing Panel for Climate (OOPC). 

· DBCP users and technology workshop: to establish better links between drifting buoy data users on one hand (e.g. NWP, Ocean modelling, science), and buoy operators, manufacturers, and satellite data telecommunication providers on the other hand. The goal is to design drifting buoys in such a way that they last longer and still meet user requirements.

As the ODINAFRICA project wishes to build bridges between the IODE data and information centres and operational oceanographers, IODE provided support to a few participants from Africa in view of extending participation of developing countries in the DBCP programme. This was accomplished through financial support from the Government of Flanders, as a build-on support activity to ODINAFRICA-III.

There were about 25 participants in each workshop. It was recommended during the workshops, to organize a training course for African and Western Indian Ocean region, in close cooperation with ODINAFRICA, on application and management of the data from in situ oceanographic and marine meteorological observations.[this will be the subject of another SSA proposal]
The Workshop was also a good opportunity to share information on current activities in each panel and programme, regarding metadata collection and transmission in the era of ocean observation. The Participants then identified users’ requirements for real-time metadata, then it was followed by categorization of required metadata, and produced a first version of Matrix for users’ requirements and metadata category. The Participants made a successful step to launch the Pilot Projects: it was noted with appreciation that the National Marine Data & Information Service (NMDIS, China) kindly offered to host metadata servers.   
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3.
Financial Report

Budget code: IOC 513 GLO 2006

Project Officer: Peter Pissierssens (SC/IOC)
	Item
	(US$)

	Travel Cost (Air tickets for 4 participants) 
	4,050.00

	DSA of 4 participants
	5,180.00

	Programme Support Cost (10%)
	923.00

	Total Budget
	10,153.00


4.
Results and Follow-Up

To follow up those workshops, and to extend participation of African countries in the DBCP programme, it was decided to organize a training course for African region, in the framework of ODINAFRICA-III, on application and management of the data from in situ oceanographic and marine meteorological observations.  It was suggested to submit a proposal to ODINAFRICA seminar (Ostend, Belgium, 24 to26 April 2006), to consider cooperation between IODE/ODINAFRICA and DBCP. The proposal for a training course was discussed at the ODINAFRICA seminar and supported. It was recommended to submit a request for funding to relevant donors. Accordingly an SSA proposal has been prepared for submission to FUST-XI.

------------------------

Annex: Reports from the supported Participants on the workshops

REPORT ON THE DBCP DATA USERS AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP AT THE EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR MEDIUM-RANGE WEATHER FORECASTS  (ECMWF), READING, UNITED KINGDOM 27-28 MARCH 2006.

By

Regina Folorunsho

Nigerian Institute For Oceanography and Marine Research, 

Victoria Island, Lagos.

1. INTRODUCTION AND GOAL OF THE WORKSHOP
The DBCP Data Users and Technology workshop was held at the European Centre For Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), in Reading, UK between 27th and 28th March 2006.
The workshop was attended by a total of 22 participants comprising 9 buoy operators, 5 Data users, 4 Buoy manufacturers and 3 observers from developing countries.

2. OPENING   
Dr. Elizabeth Horton of the Navoceano, USA, welcomed all participants to the workshop, and started the discussion by pointing out that the objective of the workshop was to ensue more reliance on autonomous ocean and drifter data, to provide quality and quantity and timeliness data .  Another important objective was that oceanographers in particular were not putting data on the Global Telecommunications System (GTS).  She pointed out that through the GTS real-time buoy data could be shared globally.

3. GENERAL DISCUSSIONS ON THE AGENDA.
Evaluation Of New Technologies

Discussions on this subject matter were centered on the development of improved technology to improve data collection.  Such technologies included improving the space resolutions to about 250km, increasing the number of sensors in a buoy to include pressure. 

Assessment Of The Global Network Of The DBCP Program 
Report on the 2005 DBCP deployment status by region showed that several gaps exist in some disadvantaged regions.  It was agreed that deployment activities should be intensified in such regions. 

  
Brain Storming Session 
This session formed the highlight of the 11/2-day workshop.  This session discussed the responses to earlier questions posted to participants.   Strategies for the improvement of the lifespan of buoys with additional sensors such as pressure and wind for the tropics and temperate regions were extensively discussed. 
4.   CONCLUDING REMARKS

The meeting observed that Communication between DBCP manufactures, operators and data users is the key to effective DBCP program.  Such effective communication will be more usefully if some disadvantaged regions are fully involved with the program.  Building capacity is now of high priority to ensure meaningful contributions from the developing countries.  Such contributions could address the need for improved technology in the addition of sensors which could be beneficial to both the buoy manufactures, operators and users. The development of buoys that can navigate between coastal water and the open ocean for example will enhance research activities in developing countries.
5. CLOSING
The meeting was closed by Dr. Elizabeth Horton of the Navoceano at 12.00 noon. 

REPORT ON THE JCOMM/OCG AND DBCP WORKSHOPS

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Data Buoy Cooperation Panel (DBCP) and the JCOMM Observations Coordination Group (OCG) workshops were held back to back at the European Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF), Reading, United Kingdom from 27 to 29 March 2006. The objectives of the former workshop was to establish better links between drifting buoy data users on one hand (e.g. NWP, Ocean modelling, science), and buoy operators, manufacturers, and satellite data telecommunication providers on the other hand. The goal is to design drifting buoys in such a way that they last longer and still meet user requirements. The deliberations of this workshop were held in a question and answer mode and some brainstorming.

The latter workshop was to develop a Pilot Project for real-time distribution of metadata regarding SST and sub-surface temperature profile data. The deliberations of this workshop were purely brainstorming with key presentations made to introduce certain topics.

About twenty-six (26) participants from different regions, countries and organizations participated. My full participation in these workshops was funded by IOC/UNESCO.

I traveled to London on 25 March 2006 arriving on the morning of 26 March 2006 and traveled back to Kenya on the evening of 30 March 2006.

2.0 EXPERIENCES/LESSONS LEARNT

The two workshops have been very educative to me and beneficial to my country as well. As the person in charge of marine observations in Kenya Meteorological Department I am under pressure to avail this data to a number of local users in the department (NWP, Ocean modeling, Forecasters, Researchers etc.)

It was encouraging to note the advancement made by international meteorological and oceanographic communities in developing a number of initiatives for the instrumentation of the ocean basins through deployment of observing platforms, development of communication systems for the transfer of these data sets to national data centers.

Efforts to operate our own platforms in Kenya have been impeded by limited budget lines we work with. The global community, as evidence at the workshops, can play and is willing to play a very important role in filling this gap in the developing countries.

For easy of understanding of the data an international formatting and coding of the data sets from the platform has been developed to make it easy for the users to identify and download.

The Kenya Meteorological Department has developed a very strong working relationship with NOAA’s Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research. At the moment we have deployed fifteen (15) drifting buoys from them and already twenty (20) are due to be deployed any time.

However we are not able to access this data through our GTS hence not benefiting from it. This problem cuts across most countries in Africa. 

The recommendations made in these workshops therefore, and specifically the recommended training to be done in the African region, will greatly assist in addressing these needs.

3.0 WAYFORWARD

1. Due to the existing gap between the developed and developing countries in understanding buoy technology and its evolvement workshops of this nature need to have a global participation where different communities can learn from the experiences of others.

2. The international buoy community has an obligation to raise global distribution of buoy network to acceptable coverage in all ocean basins to cover data sparse areas.

3. Countries in data sparse areas need to be encouraged to give information on deployment opportunities. 

4. In this regard IOC/UNESCO establish active focal points in the southern, western and eastern ocean regions of Africa who can be a link between the proposed ad hoc committee of the pilot project and IOC/ENSCO itself.   
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JCOMM/OCG WORKSHOP ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PILOT PROJECT TO COLLECT IN REAL-TIME METADATA FROM SST AND TEMPERATURE PROFILE DATA and DBCP USERS AND TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP

ECMWF, London 27-29 march, 2006

by

Anis DIALLO

Thanks to IOC-UNESCO who supported my participation to these workshops. Particulars Great thanks to Lee Boram for all she did for our well attendance.

April 2006

DBCP Data Users and Technology Workshop
[I didn’t be able to attend this part of the workshop, because of a miss understanding from United Kingdom embassy. I still very sorry for that and present all my excuses to IOC-Unesco which makes efforts for me to joint the meetings].

The aims of the two workshops are very important with regard to the near future in ocean data, climate in one hand and design and manufacturers for new generations of metadata and data collect in real-time, make possible a quick reactions of users in the relevant domains.

Seeing recommendations, we fully agree with them and strongly for the recommendation 14, on training course for buoy data use, operation, metadata formats for ODIANFRICA data managers. For recommendation 5, to test salinity at depth under certain conditions, please give details, because we must be interested because making several cruise campaigns per years, we can try to make tests.

Actions to take are also relevant and, a better coordination with ODINAFRICA which is an integrated project in its actual phase (taken GOOS needs in charge as data provider) will be very helpful.

Establishment of a Pilot Project to collect in real-time metadata from SST and Temperature profile data.

In the definition of pilot Project “metadata”, information’s on technical characteristics of platform or instruments are varying life-time, so a one way information or source of available metadata on that must be given. Then, no repetition will occur while collecting metadata because most of technical materials are already standardized and calibrated.

Quality control data must be assumed by all users despite the accuracy of the material. Period of time that, real-time metadata will available on the site must be also given to users.

Other wise I fully accept and agree with the list on the definition of pilot project “metadata”.

Regarding the terms of references for the steering Team, the listed references are good for me. We have to keep in mind to stay in an integrated system in order to get a better use of users. On that, access to comprehensive and up to date marine temperature metadata base world wide in real-time, will strongly develop the International data and information exchange. 

The development of that project must be done will some LDCs in order to cover the numeric gap between the north and the south.

On that I propose my self in the proposed membership on SST Analysis.
Then, JCOMM/OCG and DBCP will meet the goal of IOC-UNESCO which is to provide Member States of the United Nations with an essential mechanism for global co-operation in the study of the ocean for better management of coastal area, living resources and preventing risk and catastrophes.

On behalf ODINAFRICA Project Manager, we appreciate the way you integrate African needs in terms of increasing their capacity building and to give them a real participation the ocean world programme and projects. Be sure that ODINAFRICA member states will fully contributed to the project. 

Mr Anis DIALLO

ODINAFRICA, Acting National Coordinator

IODE National Data Coordinator

NODC-SN, Data Manager

B.P. 2241 Dakar, Senegal

Tel: (221) 832 82 64

Fax: (221) 832 82 62

Emails: a.diallo@odinafrica.net

 anis_diallo@hotmail.com 

Special problems to be addressed during the review meeting:


Particular observations on the financial situation of the project:


Recommendation on decisions to be taken during the review meeting:
